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This online event explored green recovery packages in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and ADB’s 
framework to accelerate climate and disaster resilience and low-carbon development in the context of the 
pandemic recovery. 

Niklas Höhne of NewClimate Institute discussed the recent recovery packages and key examples of green 
recovery from various countries including China, India, South Korea, the USA, and the European Union. 

Kate Hughes of ADB shared key findings from ADB’s recent Accelerating Climate and Disaster Resilience and 
Low-Carbon Development through the COVID-19 Recovery Technical Note (October 2020), which aims to help DMCs 
accelerate climate and disaster resilience and low-carbon development through the design of COVID-19 
interventions in their recovery and transformation phase.

Participants provided questions on systemic resilience and synergy between reviving the economy and 
reducing carbon emissions, which were tackled during a plenary discussion.

Key Messages

• �COVID-19 pandemic recovery strategies that invest in green 
energy infrastructure (e.g., energy efficiency and low and zero-
carbon energy supply technologies) have the most substantial 
effect on reducing emissions by 2030.

• �Governments need to adopt green stimulus packages in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic to gain strong economic and climate 
change advantages.

• �The European Union and South Korea lead the green economic 
recovery and employ key green stimulus interventions for five 
key economic sectors: energy and electricity supply, land-based 
transport and mobility, aviation, industry, buildings, and land-use 
and environmental protection.

• �ADB developed a framework for assessing low-carbon and 
resilient recovery interventions. It provides a structured process 
for evaluating and comparing the interventions’ potential to 
achieve the intended recovery. 

• �Transformational changes in systems and infrastructure are 
essential to help government and institutions to recover. There 
is a need to leverage the COVID-19 pandemic recovery to bring 
light to previous issues related to resilience and long-term 
decarbonization goals. 

• �Systemic resilience and decarbonization are both needed for 
recovery. What is good for resilience is also good for recovery.   

• �The synergy between reviving the economy and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions must not be affected by limited 
resources.

The net-zero targets by 
countries in the region are a 
game changer and can flip the 
situation and create a wave 
toward zero greenhouse gas 
emission.

“

”Niklas Höhne
Founding Partner
NewClimate Institute

Further Information 

ADB. 2020. ADB’s Comprehensive Response to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic: Policy Paper. Manila.

ADB. 2020. COVID-19 Recovery: A Pathway to 
a Low-Carbon and Resilient Future. Manila.  

NewClimate Institute. 2020. Pandemic 
Recovery: Positive Intentions vs Policy 
Rollbacks, with Just a Hint of Green. Cologne.   

Moderator
Christian Ellermann

Senior Climate Change Specialist  
ADB

Speaker
Niklas Höhne

Founding Partner
NewClimate Institute

Speaker
Kate Hughes

Senior Climate Change Specialist
ADB

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/647876/climate-disaster-resilience-low-carbon-covid-19-recovery.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/647876/climate-disaster-resilience-low-carbon-covid-19-recovery.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/579616/adbs-comprehensive-response-covid-19-pandemic-redacted-version.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/institutional-document/579616/adbs-comprehensive-response-covid-19-pandemic-redacted-version.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/625476/covid-19-recovery-low-carbon-resilient-future.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/625476/covid-19-recovery-low-carbon-resilient-future.pdf
https://climateactiontracker.org/documents/790/CAT_2020-09-23_Briefing_GlobalUpdate_Sept2020.pdf
https://climateactiontracker.org/documents/790/CAT_2020-09-23_Briefing_GlobalUpdate_Sept2020.pdf
https://climateactiontracker.org/documents/790/CAT_2020-09-23_Briefing_GlobalUpdate_Sept2020.pdf

